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UFO At Balandra

by Curtis C. Ebbesmeyer
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Cunrris C. Epsesmeyir, Ph.D.

Friday morning, June 7, 1974, a quarter-mile
off Trinidad's northeast coast near Balandra Bay,
a fisherman spolted it. Orange and round, it re-
sembled a flying saucer. Local villagers pictured
an Unidentified Flying Object (UFQ). Police fearad
smugglers had employed it to import arms and
ammunition.

“Many people rushed (o the scena while oth-
ers ran away, " reported Phillip Fraser. “f was
rumaored that twenty-four littte men — one of tham
with a radio on his back, had emerged from the
strange vehicle and walked inland.”

Police soon ascerlained that it was a 13.5-
toot diameter, 12-foot {all spherical Brucker Sur-
vival Capsule capable of holding 28 personnel, a
model not manufactured since 1982. According
to its identification plate, the Advance Struciure
Division of the Whittaker Corporation, LaMesa,

Calitomia, manufactured the fiberglass capsule five Examgple of the offshor

years earlier (August 1. 1963)

Aquarier-century later, | heard of the incident
at the 2001 Offshore Technology Conferance (OTC, the
premier gathening for the offshore oil indusiry held annually
forthe past thirty years in Houston, Texas. Some 100,000
people worldwide altended thal year's O7C.

At an exhibit of rescue capsules used for emergency
escapes from sinking ships and ofishore oil platforms, |
inquired if any had accidentally fallen overboard and drifted
across the ocean. A large cargo vessel might carry three
and-an offshore drilling rig as many as eight each costing
approximately a quarter-million dollars. They're enclosed
life boats outfitted with food, water and a diesgl engine

“Have you heard of the one thatianded in Trinidad?,"a

worvival capsul ar wasiwd ashore wi Rallaaden. Trondad

Mike Brigane. Survival Systems International )

showroom rep responded. “Go lookup Mike Brignac over
at Survival Systems Intemational (8S1). He'll know.” At
S5/s booth, Mike kindly obliged, later sending a news clip-
ping.

Mike and colleaques “suspect that it was lowered to
the water, became released from the hook mechanism and
drfted inland.” Investigators sent the |D plate to Interpol
without result. With this sighting, UFO 1akes on the added
meaning of Unidentified Floating Object.

Infermation from the Trinidad Guardian (Port of Spain),
Saturday, June 8, 1974, Clipping courtesy Mike Brignac.
Survival Systems International, Kenner, Louisiana. ®



Tidal Turkey

by Curtis C. Ebbesmeyer

Turkey in the straw,
Turkey in the fridge,
Turkey in the oven,
Turkey in the dunes, @*

"You know," e-mailed Pamela Winn from Melbourne
Beach, Florida, “'ve beer an Alart subscriber fora couple
of years, live on the ocean and always read the stories with
sueh wander. Like, why can't | find something different
Then, like a sack of potatoes, it hits me.”

“In December,
1999, | worked at
home and lived on
the third story of a
condominiumfacing
the ocean. The
weatherwas beauti-
ful. Atabout2p.m.,
 noticed something
vary large and white
faying on the sand at
low tide. llooked at
it with. my marine
spotter and saw il
was a frozen ey
It was silling uptight
as If ready for the
aven.”

“Neighbors
walked by it, butno
one gol close. In
the late-afternoon. |
noticad a turkay Do of WST in the Sttes *
buzzard pecking at
it, but then it left.
Awhile later, dozens

here and wonder If your have oge over then

AMinisree, Newfoupdlund Works, Sérvice

at the frozen bird,
As the tide came in,
they dragged it to-
ward the dunes. "

“When the sun went dewn, they'd pulied in beyond the
reach of the waves and retumed the next moming to pick it
clean. This was a week or so before Chrisimmas. | remem-
ber watching a big cabin cruiser go by. !can justimagine
they had set this bird oulside to thaw and it slipped in the
water. It was a huge thing, maybe 22-251bs5.”

“That's my story and I'm sticking fo it ™

As | edited Pamela's story, | wondered how to testifa
frozen turkey floats. “Floating turkeys 7” responded Pamela.
'l bet they do, but upright? That's whal got re. Gosh.
had you asked me at Thanksgiving time, ! would've done a
lurkay floal tesl.” ®

{fim Kogers ). amd Mlonda (Pete Zies

Transatlaniic Sign. Hi Cwr.”™ writes Niek Darke fromt Comwoll, Englat. "Do Sou fave o
We pleded up u Ugn the other day padd=-Decemher 2000) which' savs
Thiz bridge nor mainicined Uy Dopr of WST, wre ar oven nsx.” We don't kave ¢ Depr of WST over
Vier cxannmyg Nick's phote. Rick Woodford

& T ANRSOTTatinn, repice

possibifiry thar iy Departesens of Woeks, Services & Transpoviation sign canie from the Noire
ofbuzzards pOCKOd Lame Bay area an the Northeast Nowfowndlond conist
with wsapn W tew on ot We are, hidvever. unadble to
Nke thar shown beside the WST sign have washed
Mary Neale phito

°
Sea Smppets by Curtis C. Ebbesmeyer
The odd flotsam beachcombers report

Where's Wilson? Remember in the movie Cast
Away Tom Hanks’ friend Wilsen the volleyball? While ma-
roonad four years on a Uny South Pacific island, Hanks
talked Incessantly to Wilson. Finally, Hanks escaped on
a log raft with Wilson enscanced on the bow. Far out to
sea, a storm dislodges Wilson and Hanks is unable (o
retrieve him. A containership rescues Hanks, but we are
lall 1o wonder as o Wilson's fate

With most exposed to the wind above the water line, a
volleyball scoots right along. But how fast? High windage
objects lika the yel-
low plastic duckies
lostin 1992 drifted at
lwice surface waler
speed. Here'ssome
ball data.

Whila basach-
combing Grand Turk
Island January 28,
1975, Grethe Seim
discovered a soccer
ball similar to a vol
layball. It would've
remained enigmatic
had not 7-year old
John-Philipp
Wolf’s tather written
the English first-divi-
sion teams for 1972+
73 as well as "If lost
please sendto. . . "
furned out, the Wolf
family lost the ball
from their swimming
pool at Bermuda dur-
ing November 1974.
After drifting some
2,000 miles about

We feel theve ix'a good

Expours tstand kad an abgeadoned Hridge J
a titne tramne. Life preserver Maws [he Nonh Aﬂantlc fOt‘
ashore in Hollowt (Wem Kraiiswifk). Washingion g hundred days‘ it
fetched up at Grand

Turk. The valleyball
spad along at some 20 miles per day or two to four times
the raie of nearly-submerged drifters,

What of Wilson? In the months after his rescue, while
Hanks reentered socisly, Wilson drifted thousands of miles
about the South Paciiic Ocean. Justsome faded painton
a weathered volleyball. Only a diligent beachcomber
would've determined the paint was human bload. By then,
the DNA would have degraded rendernng it untraceable to
Hanks

(North Allantic soccer ball drift story by Nigel Sadler,
director, Turks & Caicos National Museum in: Message In
A Bottie, Astrolabe, Fall 2000)

Cosntinued on page 8
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Sea Snippets

Continued from page 2

Superdrifter. Asuperconducting material transmits
an eleclrical charge with zero resistance. & charge theo-
retically circles in a superconducting ning till the end of
time. Rings of currants forming the seas’ major gyres could
theoratically carry a message in a bottle for eons. Like
superconductivity, very lang drifls around gyres are rarely
observed. Consider a bottie adrift tor 21 years.

Al 1 p.m. on September 2, 1979, aboard the ferry to
Hyannis, Massachusetts, 13-year-old Amy Turano and
Valerie Wozniak launched a bottled message inlo Nan-
tuckel Sound, Twenty-one years later, 1he leenagers, now
Jd-years old, re-
celved a reply from
Michael Wall.
In March 2000,
he'd found their
bottle at
Rerrymore, lre-
land, while walk-
ing hig golden re-
triever Sam, Al
first sight,

Michael walked @

1]
—d

lost overboard out of some 100 million annually shipped
overseas. Containers, logs and other large flotsam pose
hazards 1o small craft mariners. Recall lhe solo transpa-
ciiic kayaker wha disappeared after colliding with a log.
(Information adapled from National Geographic Traveler
(May-June, 2001, p. 34) clipping courtesy Billi F, Wagner,
Vero Beach, Fiorida.)

Warning From NIMA. “31 containers adrift,” aired
the radio broadcast from NIMA's (National Imagery & Map-
ping Agency), Mantime Safety Information Center, Naviga-
tion Safety Radio Broadcast Desk, "vicinity 47-07.7 N 038

24.8W al 0600 Z 01 March.” Keith Dominic, Senior
Walch Officer relayed Captain David Bill of the Tabor
Academy.
Round the
clock, from
: [ round tha world,
NIMA receives
intormation con-
cerning hazards
lo navigation.
When eight or
more containers
{all overboard,
NIMA  warns
marinars  for

by it thinking it

The Ocean Is Having A Ball.  The sow Noerally apinx saemn, o oiis vave balls of foesant. John Anderson

three weeks il

just another kelp- ol Forks (lefi: C Kbbesmever phinor. WA showed e ane spre from strandy of magente plaspe. ~Here'ly the message 18
and shell-covered @ picie of @ softindl,” wetes Vardon Fremain of Oregon tohe. August 20000V Treaeln plot). “They  gancelled —
bhottle. On the ..'4.: m‘uu/.-.‘ o htu'l l.rr.l.;.-l. .‘m';‘ .‘u".f I'r-l'lru );:quum M .Inf f.h.;\-:,-r,: It's .'“‘,l,“;,ﬂ"."w.m“"" -”i Il‘m of .'I" fed o;u.‘.n., March 23. 2001
SECON. BABBING, o i shix i ot o s beich o mos. s O th Peght lnsttot. o mreeial sl il VIS RS —
he noticedthe Iet-  dircenon — parallel 10 the beock weagk lne. fry on dixploy at Sadals Suvke Bar an the Newpors alter the con-
terinside and car-  Widerfnei U e weeks dater Vandon adided “ES Savfers v the Il ahaw op aftee fne weder siormy. tRINGKS presum-
ried ithome o his 2 e iegniaties-isading Connok; Beick ably sank and
[our children. no longer threat-

On average, in 14 months Guif Stream eurrents con-
yey a bollle between Nantucket and Derrymore. Twenty-
one years; however, suggesis they carned the green wine
bottle round the North Atiantic before delivering it 1o Ire-
land. The usual circuit around the subtropical vortex, cir-
culating in the Notth Atlantic like the hands of a clock be-
tween the latitudes of Florida and Britain, requires three
years.

if the bottle stayed adrifl for 21 years the trajeciory
represents seven circuits round the North Attantic.  (Thanks
Karen Bacigalupo of Miiton, MA. and Kevin Tubbs of
Eugene, OR, for news clippings from The Boston Glabe,
Friday 12 May 2000, and the Register-Guard, Sunday 14
May 2000, respectively.)

Floating Container Stops Solo Sailor. In
these days of extreme sports, competitive round-the-world
solo sailing is one of the most grueling events. The Vendse
Globe race starting November 9, 2000, atiracted 23 rac-
ers, Within a day of winning, Ellen MacArthur. 24, aboard
her 60-foat sloop Kingfisher struck a floating cargo con-
tainer. Though Ellen finished after 24 days. smashing the
105-day record, she came in second becoming the sec-
ond fastest solo sailor to circumnavigate the world.

Ellen struck one of an estimated 10,000 containers

ened manners.

The Panamanian 787-foot (236-meter) containership M/
V Chayang Parklost the containers at mid-Atlantic in tran-
sit from LaHavre, France, to Jarssy City, USA, A major
winter storm packing 50-knot winds and 30-fagl seas
pounded the Choyang. As they rumbled overboard, the
containers each weighing up ta 40 tons, damaged and flat-
tened 50 others left on board. Fortunately, no one was
injured and the ship sustained no serious damage.

After the Choyang docked on March 12" | U.S. Coast
Guard inspectors found blue jeans, light bulbs and car lires
on dack. Dsbrns left atioat will drift generally northeast,
arriving this fall and winter along northern Europe and the
western coasis of Scolland. Ireland and England.

(Information courtesy of NIMA, Professional Mariner
Magazine and The Cargo Leiter by Michael S. McDaniel)

Lost Souls. In Coral Bay, U.S. Virgin Islands. not
far from the histaric Morawan church, there's a popular open-
air hangout mn a grove of banana trees by the name of Skinny
Legs. In the bar hangs a mabile of sandals, driftwood and
shells titled “Lost Souls.”

So far, beachcombers have reported four other toot-
wear memorials, including: fences of sandals in the Neth-

erlands (Wim Kruiswijk) and Galveston, Texas (Tally
Conbivued on page 4

v
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Continued from page 3

Calvert); a tree clutching shoes abandoned beside a high
way outside Reno, Nevada (Jim Ingraham), and a shoe fes-
tooned tree outside the Delta Chi fratemity house near the
Umiversity of Washington, Seattle, Washington (editor).
(Clipping from Associated Press in The Seallle Times,
Travel Section. Sunday Janu
ary 23, 2000, courtesy of
Susie Ebbesmeyer)
Real-life Cast-
aways? ‘“Help."began the
bottled message dated July 1,
2001, "We think we have been
stranded on Frederick Isiand
Please rescue us. You
are our last chance. Paula
and Helena,” Nearly four
weaeks latar on Saturday, July
28" Dann Braman lound the
floating distress signal not far
from Frederick lsland near
Massel in the Queen Char-
lotte Islands. Three hours af-
leéir Dann handed the note to
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, a Coast Guard search
and rescue craft set off. The
searches, as well as missing
persons’ reponts, lack of debris
and hiking plans failed to un-
earth any clues, Is the nole
for real? Dann thinks so, but
the authorities aren't sure.
(Clipping courtesy Guthrie
Schweers from Suvi
Mahonen article in the Queen
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WW Il Mops. ‘In 1960, we saw a travel program on
TV which featured something so interasting that we never
forgot it." e-mailed Bill and Barbara Bosch. “Onthe coast
of Baya Califormia mop handles stamped USN were shll
washing ashore from WW Il | wonder if there is a collec-
tion semewhere? Forhow many years did the mops con-
tinue to wash up? What currents brought them to that
location? (It's fun to picture a disgusted sailor pitching his
mop overboard.) Have you ever heard about this?” Beach-
combers?

Rocket Fuel. June 2001. A five-galion bucket of
hydrazine hydrate used for rocket fuel and the making of
insecticides washed up at Grayland, WA. Apparently, it
went overboard and drifted ashore. Immediately after a
call to 911, state troopers cordoned off the container. Within
an hour and a half, an expert In handling hazardous mate-
rials from the WA Department of Ecology removed the con-
tainer for later incineration. (Clipping courtesy Doris
Hannigen from Barb Aue article in the June 14, 2001,
South Beach Bulletin)

—

Bottle From Caribbean To Lofoten. "My trend
is 2 brother of my sister's husband and they all live on the
Lofoten Isiands off the coast of Norway (my sister matried
a Norwegian)," writes Gretchen Ek of Battle Ground, Wash-
ington state. “About two years ago, herbrother-in-law and
his wife and chiidren were walking on the beachand found
a capped boitle on the rocks. Unfortunalely, it frad leaked
2 little. but inside he found an American dollar bill and a
phone number and address of some folks in the northeast
{U.S. He called them and it turned cut they had been on a
Caribbean cruise about three years earlier and had thrown
the boltlle into tha ocean then. They were thrifled to hear
from him. | thought it was fascinating to note how the
bottle followed the path of the Gulf Stream so exactly.”

“If you need help, go north,” read the anony-
mous, single-sentence bottled message. At the time,”
sald Mary Raikes of the old, plastic pop bottle lying on the
shore in January 2001 near her home in Harrington, Maine,
‘I probably felt ke | needed help. [ figure not many people

get these. so | decided | should follow it. Alaska was
Clontinsed on pape 5
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north, so | went.” Threugh the internet, Mary, 21, who stud-
ies-human ecology and nalural history at the College of the
Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine, found @ summer ranger posi-
tion in Ketchikan with Alaska Stafe FParks. Like the say-
ing goes for books. does the person find the bottle or does
the bottle tind the persen? (Clipping courtesy Scott Walker
from the Ketchikan
Daily News, July 11,

Kodiak as a 20-year-old in 1941 to serve in Ballery B Coasl
Artillery responsible for Kodiak's harbor defense system.
“An accidental encounter with a bit of meial on the beach,”
Dave wiote, lad back six decades 1o Torm Masterson now
living in Phoenix, Arizona. In 1944, Tom was reassighed
to the 997 Infantry Division in Europe. Somehow his dog
tag stayed behind in Kodiak. probably lost while he helped
construct roads from the beach to higher ground.
(Adapted from “Dog tag anchored in histoty. “by David
Evans, Kodiak Daily
Mirror, Friday, July

2001)

“E-mail has
reduced tradi-
tional letters to
snaif mail" — so
where does that
leave a message n
a bollle?,” queries
the February 2001
Comishrmanin a clip-
ping from Stella
Turk of
Reskadinnick,
Cornwall, Or, inthis
case, a message In
a film cannigter adnft
four years round the
Naorth Atlantic Qcean
helwean Quebec,
Canada, and Sennen
Beach, GCornwall.

20, 2001 Clipping
courtesy Laszlo
Hanko of Kodiak)
Flare. “At-
tached ts a photo of
a flare | found Au-
gust 1, 2001, at
&5 R 2 501 YN,
F31v10" 16" W,
writes Scotl
Walker. “The coast
guard has an office
next lo ours and |
asked them to look
atit. Itisa Mark 24
Marina Markear.
They use them to
mark wrecks. They
are supposed o
sink. Once the pow-
der drys (s danger-

"We are (;h”dfe" Of Tube telk. Lyiey ivert on the siore. the smple plastic pipes Wat linke of a storms st Steve

Mclzod collecied these specimeny wewr Canvon Rewch, Qrelon (Jun White phosw ). Fliir N

the second year ., . .

remained @ maostery il séience writer Jan TenBruggencate voue vetivies in dhe Hopolude Advectoy

ous. They gol all
excited and the Navy
sent down a crew

'

we would like to par- (Octeler 30 & 3120011 Keaders responded with sssrind explanations, bur Mark Heckman of  from Anchorage

ticipate in frnendship

with children alf over  poiverhylene colinders measuring 1-10 inches

they're spricers beiveen scallop siiclls sispendex

the world because
frnendship is most
imporant,” read the
message as lrans-
lated from French.

Waikiki Acqourivm fivusd the Kancar webyite that
fong- by I8 o 4
1 on wires frosn bambao raity.  Ovssér farvae. detft
with e watex, thivn settly on the slieolls wivece ey grow o matucd v i Japan’s exrenyivé nedr-
share oxstor fishenes,  Tvphoons pulyerize numerpps rafts semiog free vowentless v After thy
fishexiex ywitthed from PYC plasnie wiick sinks, 10 pelvechylene which floars, thousonds’ wisled
ashorne arund the North. Pocific ianclwefiesy Japin

“fox interesting o nore,” wriles Jor “thar Japan's beaches seess b ger all scces af tales, down o

100G (hem (bluck, gray, dlue and green

(700 miles away) to
destroy it. My
friends next door
said ‘don’t bring
them back to town
anymore.'

el an divimeters  Turos ol

vepem, Washungton -and the Hawaiiar Islamdy.

Udorthe di HoRDF i asel er xerdn length. judying from the photo on the Xansal website. 'But we tend o get Fugltive Log
NAerine airectio privwarilyv-the fonger oees.  [lnver whot's wf work here Senve albitrossey are known o, ingest le Each
head teacher Rod hem perhaps marine life ears the xmaller anes while they drift acyoss the Novth Povitie leaving 2 acn year,

the Longer ones (0 waxl up in Moy

Bosanko, Sennen
School pupils are
endeavoring 1o con-
tactthe Quebec chil-
dren. A four year-drift allows enough fime {ar the canisier
ta circle ance round the North Atlantic gyre from Quebec to
Europe, then'south to the Canary Isiands. west to Florida,
then re-cross the Atlantic to Cornwall. Amazing how well
those little film canisters seal oul the sea,

Dog Tag. The winds of war blow for decades after
the battles cease, forsaking flotsam remembrances to ev-
ery shore. In July 2001, naturalist Dave Evans
beachcombed a ballered Army dog tag near Fort
Abercrombie on Kodiak Island, Alaska. Phone calls soon
traced the owner, Austin “Tom" Masterson whe arrived al

reavhed wis yurt S honolwlnadverinercom)

and North Amenica. (Thanks 1o Steve McLeod and Rodiey
fasiinating website showing the nbes und other thousands of |Qgs

flatsam. see: wawpage.senaet.ac jpm_teruiikasimap_emi. Jan TenBreggescate nmy he

W.K. Wong for alesting me 2o the tobes  Far w

storms rock and roll

from transport ves-
sels. Unfortunately,
it's rare that beachcombers-can trace log brands ta own-
ars. Here's the stary behind 32 codes identifying thou-
sands.

At 2:30 p.m.. Tuesday, November 14, 2001, under 60-
mile-per-hour winds 25 nautical miles off central Oregon's
Cape Foulweather, a rogue wave struck the barge astern
the ocean-going tug Sea Commander setting adrift 400
bundles of 20-30 Douglas firlogs. For perspective on spills
ingeneral, the volume of spilled logs eguals some 2-3 mil-
lion gallons (roughly 10,000 cubic meters), tenfold larger

Contteniced on page 6
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than Washington State’s largest oil spill. Next day, air-
borne Coast Guardsmen spotted the logs driflting north-
ward 40 miles a day. In a few days they came ashore
fram the Columbia River mouth north to Washingion's
Willapa Bay.

The 1-2-toot diameter logs pose hazards not only ta
vessels at sea and beachcombers in the surf, but also to
fisheries. Many fugitive'logs washed to Willapa Bay where
they may crush rafts of cultured oysters. Felecla and
Eric Faffard and Chris Brumitt recovered 18 loas on the
Long Beach Peninsula and George Hill posted others near
Qcean Park,

Property of \he Harwood Froducts Corporation, the
&,000- 12,000 logs once fetched $1 million. Though com-
mon practice to cut driftwood on the beach — Barry
Tweed built his Qregon home from driftwoed — these
export-qualily logs are branded as privala property, A

coniractor has begun salvaging them.

“These are the brands that could appear-on various
logs,” writes Art Harwood, president of Harwood Corp,
“The F brand is on the vasl majority of the logs (the F has
a circle around it).” MS-01-31; TIS-10-01-31, TIS-10-01-
32, XTIS-19-01-3; EW6036; EW6050; FA4008; NB PYT;
TSQU2A; C23, F; 4c.7; AAS45: C23; EBWUA; EHZVY;
EKGRC: EC2042. NBHZE; UQ8008; EB1080; EB1083;
EC2084; NBWGM; W0027D, WO015F; FFH; C35; EBIUW,
EAAXL: EBXVW, L26.

Please report the brands. n coming years we will alert
digtant beachcombers as the logs drift north to Alaska and
west fo Hawaii. Professional foresters previously tracad
brands on a few logs beached on Oahuto the Pacific North-
weslt

(This story was made possible courtesy of Doris
Hannigen, Nancy Butterfield of the Chinook Observer
— see November 21" edition — Seatlle Times, November
197, and the U.S Coasl Guard website 15817 Novamber
2001 hitp/lwww.uscg. mil/news/cgnews shim) =

Ballots At Bay. Every human aclivily, I'm fond of saying,
casts something afloat. Even freedom by voting. During
November 2001, a year when California electric rates svared
from inept state gov-
arnance and corpo-
rate greed, the city of
San Francisco held
elections 1o reorga-
nize powar ulilities.
So closely con-
tested were some iS-
sues that the out-
comes tegtercd by
just a few hundred
votes. Shorlly after
the ballots were sup-
posedly counted, the
Coast Guard, patrol-
fing for possible ter-
rorism as a resull of
the September 11th
altack on the Penta-
gon and World Trade
Center, found the lids
of eight ballot boxes
adrift on San Fran-

CAST YOUR VOTE

AWAY

The box Hd way vecoveced i Judith Selb,
Dicemirer 10, 2000, ax pard of oagoins
eftiss. wr plean wp Kefioe Beuel i the Pein
Reves Natlonal Seashioee ond (yramg the
cesnliing scavengimg te ortwork. The piece
Wais pRratgraphed ond (meged dy Kichard
Lang (it pormer i the oloanwge efforn)
e postor- way prinsed at Trilliwm Fine Ao

Press, Reishane o4 hup:l  £isco Bay near the
Wt printscom/ - The poster can b Golden Gaie Bndge
weenweel b Drilliens's webaite. “This is absurd o SHI;‘

city Supervisor Tom Ammiano.
power is sitting at the bottom of the Bay.™ Elections chief
Tammy Haygood retaried that her staff had simply been
washing the red plastic lids to remove precinct markings
and left them to dry on Pier 29 when a big storm blew them
into the Bay. Apparently, in case of a terronst attack, 20,000
absentee and provisional ballots had been covertly diveried
for processing at the Bill Graham Civie Auditorium and Pier
29. "Washing the boxes? Leaving them on the dock?”

“For all | know, public

Ammiano sald. "People had said whitewashing, but this
IS ridiculous.” The lloating ballot box lid incident fualed
calls for a recount.  And the sea; too, will count. Perhaps
a lew lids escaped San Francisco Bay to drift round the
North Pacific?

(Adapted from Box lids In Bay cast new doubt on S.F.
vole by Renee Koury in San Jose Mercury News, Novem-
ber 27,2001, Courtesy Judith Sclby)m

Pass the Alert to a Friend!

Myxtory Flouty.
Fiagersyized fishing
oy are washing
axhoee arenmd the
Narth Puavifi
(neliding Jupan
(Yadashii Ishit &
Kansai  Clean-up
Qffice). Hawait (Jan
FenRrugpencaie),
regon (Stove
MeLeod),
(Barb
(rene

i

W sleieiten
Awes
Wowvdwick |
Caunadn’s Queen
Charlotte  Islondy
(Guthrie Schweers ).
(isundly mak foding
to wirize, they measure uppieasimeiely 4.3 inches fong, tapering frovr o
O.6-Duh cross seetion ar the center. o Q4-inel sipecre Cross Secritong !
bork ends. Groves oronnd the ends prodably affixved them (o dets.
Flealificarions, ecconding o Mickive Shima, wolude Talwansse chavavtees,
“Souny Beowd” ond “Bodr Brond" emboced in Englevh and tradensaik
David Lai
conformed the characiers ta b Tavwonese apd tosnd ey repeared the
Euglids worids i addizion to "Guaranevd Duralde” aad “drifeing with
e cirrent.”  Flowes Tose e ehe warery sureownding Taiwon werdld crdethe
Kursabio Current northward o Jigan, theéa castwadd on the fapanesy
Wira Corernt avross the North Pacific to Nookk Aneriea and wesmiard on
the California Current (o Hawute,

of are ociental soiling vesyel and @ sun-sering over wavey

)
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Get My Drift

by Curtis C. Ebbesmeyer

There's been a change at Alert headquatters,
Since the lasl issue;, Genevieve Ebbesmeyer suffered
a stroke. Untortunately, she's no longer able to fully
patticipate in Afert aclivities. She's an enthusiastic
tan ot the: Beachcombers® Alert and enjoyed perdomm-
ing many of the tasks associated with producing the
hewsletter, including editing, mailings, accounting and
correspandencea

Unfortunately, costs for producing the Alert have
significantly risen necessilaling an increase in dues.
It's like having a book delivered. At the urging of Alert
staff because I've previously absorbed many cost in-
creases, |'ve reluctantly agreed to raise dues to §15
US annually.

I realize this Is a hardship for many Alert subserib-
ers, paricularly those in Canada and overseas be-

Thanks to beachcombers
who reported more than

15 Tommy Pickles Rugrat
dolls heads.

cause of monetary exchange rates. Unfortunately, _ Laedron il i N""f'”
international-baund Alerts must be sealed in envelopes Canoon Beaxch, OK I8 Ly Steve Vietaend
franked with near triple postage. Wi DR S Vary ) Cwcs YWilhwon %

I'd like 1o personally thank each subscniber. Since Usa e YA Nutoee tamsty '
we began six years ago, I've discovered that the Alert Owicen Chatione 1§ 3% 16 B ey Setmin 3
fills a niche that no other publication fills. It's like bird inbii :
watching, | often say. Once you know the species, Loy gy I8 HMeriv |, Gommie Derniawlt |
the forest comes alive. So it is with the shore. Once Camurh Lightsation, e i |
you know the stories behind a few dozen types of flot- Mosher 4
sam — glass balls. drift net floats, radiosondes, log L o T Frid Kosota &
lags, sea beans, messages In botties — you begin to S ks south of Shatiw Aped 24 Fekio Hiarani :
realize that the acean speaks personally to each of ioshine i,
us. The Alert is devoted to understanding the story ieidiodas st 2 St Johaion :
of each thing afloat. Please continue with me our quest Arbstabial I, B.C. July """’l'!::'t_f}‘““ |
lo decipher what the sea writes on the shore. ®

Cape Soobl, Mmevmer | Avgeeit 25 John Willkerson |

(Australia), Nick Darke (Comwall). Circutation: over 600,

Beachcombers’ Alert website www.bsachcombers org

Copyrighted material. All rights reserved.

Single photocopies for parsonal use are permitted. Reproduction of any kind is nat authorized without the written
consent of Dr. Ebbesmeyer. Newspapers, lslevision and radio siations and other media may reproduce selected, small
portiens: (less than 100 words: ¢copies and a donation of $75 are requested). Plsase credit the author ‘and mention the

President and editor, Dr. Curtis C. Ebbesmever; dnft simulations. W. James Ingraham. Jr.; webmaster and newsletter
layout, Jim White, production, Brent Johnston; treasurer, David McCroskey, associate editor, Genavisve Ebhasmayer; corre-
spondents: Doris Hannigen {Washington Stale), Stave Mcl eod (Oregon); Laszio Hanke, Scott Walker (Afaska), Wimn Kruiswijk
(Natherlands); Neil and Betty Carey, Redney Schatz, Guihrie Schweers (Quesn Charlotte islands); John Bye, Alan Pearce

Report flotsam to Dr. Ebbesmeyer, 8308 21 Ave. NE, Seattle, Washingion 88115 USA, curt@evanshamiilton.com
(office) or curtisebhesmeyer@msn,com {home), Antivirus software auiomatically quaranfines contaminated messages. Be
sure 1o include your name (as you would iike it printed in the Alerf) and email plus peslal addresses:
Include photographs of yourself with driflers as weil as wnitten accounts.

Pleass sepd news clippings concerning drifting objects.

Catalog debris on your baach. Leng-

lerm cbservations are key lo documsanting ocean poliution.  Recyele this Alert by giving to a friend,
posting on a bulletin board or donating to a hibrary.
Subscribe today! The Beachcombers’ Afert is cooperative and non-profit.. If you regularly read

L Curiis Ebhesmeyer

the Alert. please subscribe. We have no sustained sources of funding other than your subscrip-
tion. We accept na advertising or Institutional funding. Every subscription dollar goas toward
publishing the Alert.

Please note the expiration date on your Ales and renew bsfore that tima. Each season Dr.
Ebbesmeyer informs ovar 600 Afert subscribers with summaries and interpretations of beachcomb-
ere’ reports. For a 1-year subscription, join the Beachcombers” and Oceanographers’ Interna-
tional Association by sending your $15 (US — make check to B&0/A) annual dues to 6306 21" Ave.
NE, Seattle, WA 98115. Save by subscribing for 2 (825 US) or 3 years (335 US). Canada and
overseas. 1 year, $20 (US). Selected Aler! stonies are published . at the web site
www.beachcombers.org.

Z
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The Beachcombers' and Oceanographers’
International Association
6306 - 21st Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115

To:

” /‘4 ’ / ool

“May the tides be good to you.”

— Paul I. Ebbesmeyer

Non-Profit Quarterly Newsletter m  Subscriptions: 1 year - $15 US: 2 years - $25 US

Washington State’s beachcomber fairs. On
Saturday and Sunday March 2 - 3, 2002, Ocean Shores
hosty the 15th annual Beachcombers’ Fun Fair (write
Irene Thernton ¢/o Ocean Shores Chamber of Commarce
P.O. Box 382, Ocean Shores, WA 28569). While you're
thera, visil the Ocean Shores Interpretive Center. Fine
exhibits hosted by Director Gene Woodwick and many
dedicated volunteers attracted 5.680 visitors in 2001.

Afortnight later, on Saturday and Sunday, Mareh 168 —
17, there's Grayland's 40th annual Beachcombers Drift-
wood Show (write Kathle Wahl c/o Cranberry Coast
Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 305. Grayland. WA
98547). Each show features fascinating displays and draws
upwards of 500 beachcombers.

Other greal beachcombet iairs include: Shark footh
festival (FL), Sea Bean Symposium (Cocoa Beach, FL;
October 17 — 20, 2002). Driftwood Sculpture (Boinhell,
WA), Trash Art Show (H|). Please write with details of
these events.®

(

™ ‘ ~ \tantee Mystery. A\ prok plasie doagho beachioombed af Cocen - Begek,
SUbscrlbe tOda!- Flovida, during the $* Sea Bean 'Symposiom (2-6 October 20010), Ity

' . - Jrrmcrers meayure 73" (ontery. 307 (innér) and 18" (tovoid).  Embossed
The Beachcombers' Alertis a cooperalive. rion-profit charecters read: “MOREPIAST. SIOHOLT, NORWAY. A RTNR 1A, RX? "

newsletter. 1f you regU‘a”V enjoy the Alert, please Fer Hegpelund recalls it's wsed in bottam gill net fishing. Could it have
subscribe. Send a subscription to a friend! gorren 100se and floated from Norway!

We have no sustained sources of funding other
than your subscription. Every dollar goes to-

\ward publishing the Alert.
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